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Objectives and Outlook

DON Fraser and the staff of the Journal of Guidance and
Control have accepted a major challenge in creating a

new archival publication. The challenge facing the staff of the
Journal of Spacecraft and Rockets is quite dif-
ferent—maintaining the standard of quality and excellence of
an established journal in the face of a significant reduction of
paper submittals. This decline in candidate articles is a result
of the continuing decrease in aerospace activity, aggravated
by the new journal.

A comparison of the inner front cover of the current issue
with that of a year ago reveals that the change in the scope of
the JSR is quite modest. The problem, of course, is the area
deleted from the scope. As Don has pointed out, papers in the
field of guidance, control, and navigation of spacecraft and
rockets have made up approximately 35% of the papers
published in JSR. The loss of this major source of articles
necessitates reverting to bimonthly publication in order to
retain/the character and quality traditionally associated with
JSR.

On the positive side, there may well be reason in the not too
distant future to expect a reversal in the trend of declining

submittals to JSR. As the new national Space Transportation
System approaches operational status, and as experiments
and payloads are selected for the early flights, an upswing of
JSR-related activities can be anticipated. The advent of the
Shuttle signals a new era—an era for which the first step must
be the advancement of technology to enable efficient and
effective exploitation of this new capability. The Journal of
Spacecraft and Rockets is the obvious choice as the archival
journal to collect and document these advances.

With a solid foundation of 15 years as a respected archival
journal, JSR clearly has a. bright future in meeting the needs
of the aerospace community. The near-term problem of
adjustment may be a boon to authors. The staff will be
working hard to expedite all papers and minimize the time
lapse between submittal and publication. We solicit the
support of the Institute's membership, Technical Com-
mittees, AIAA staff, and the often forgotten heroes of our
system, the technical reviewers. The staff of JSR has accepted
the problems of adjustment and the opportunity it presents to
make the role of the journal even more important in coming
years. We accept the challenge. We are confident of success.

Paul F. Holloway
Editor-in-Chief
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